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Year group: 1-6

Key subject: Science

Cross-curricular: Geography, Citizenship

Duration: 15-20 minutes

Equipment: Poster from the Fish & Kids education pack. Optional: A cardboard box, toy fishing rods and different sized fish cut out of paper or card. School menu or food packaging showing MSC logo.

Online resources: See www.fishandkids.org for PowerPoint slides (click on staffroom ( classroom resources).

Follow up: Lesson plans and activity sheets are available in the free Fish & Kids education pack. Order online or download a copy by following the link above. 



Assembly plan

Aims

This assembly is designed to introduce the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) Fish & Kids project to the whole school. If possible one or two of the school’s canteen staff/lunchtime supervisors should also attend. 

The aim of the assembly is to get children thinking about marine ecosystems, sustainable fishing and to introduce them to Murdock, the Fish & Kids project and the MSC’s fish-tick eco-label. 

Introduction 

[Optional: Use the PowerPoint slides in the background to set the scene.]
Who likes fish and chips? Well today we’re going to think about fish and kids! It may sound funny, but Fish & Kids is a really important project that this school is taking part in. 

[Show children the poster.]

This is Murdock the fisherman’s cat, and he’s here to help us learn about one of his favourite foods and why it’s important to look after the oceans.

Main presentation 

Who likes going to the seaside? I do to. But what do we know about the sea?

[Invite answers from the children. You can prompt them to think about the creatures that live there, the fishing industry and ask them to name some of the world’s oceans.]

The world’s seas and oceans are amazing habitats. They contain so many different plants and animals and provide us with a valuable source of food. It’s important that we have enough fish to eat, and so we must think about where the food on our plate has come from. 

[Show children the MSC eco-label.]

Look at this label. It’s a fish with a tick. Have you seen it before? 

[They might have noticed it on the school menu, or on food packaging in the shops. If possible show children the logo on your school menu, or some packaging.]
This label means that the fish you are buying, or are about to eat, has been caught by fishermen who care about the oceans and the environment. These fishermen try to make sure they don’t catch too many fish, so there will always be plenty of fish in the sea and enough for us to eat. 

[If you have had time to prepare the fishing activity, use a fishing rod to catch a fish from the box, which represents the ocean.] 

What do you think will happen if too many fish are taken out of the sea? That’s right, there will be none left, and other animals that eat fish may become extinct because they won’t have enough food to survive. 

[At this point the younger children can be invited up to catch fish, while you explain to the older ones the problem of overfishing, and why it’s important to eat fish that has come from a sustainable source.]

Overfishing is when too many fish are taken out of sea. This is a problem because small fish are being caught before they have had a chance to breed. When fish stocks start to decline this has a negative effect on the marine environment because food chains are broken, and other animals (dolphins, seals, gulls etc) may not have enough food to eat. 

One way we can help to reduce the problem of overfishing is by choosing to eat fish that has been caught by responsible fishermen. So how can we help?

[Ask the children for ideas. Buy fish with the fish-tick label. Choose sustainable fish for your school dinner. Learn about the environment and tell people why we should look after the sea and its creatures. Ask the manager of your local supermarket to sell fish with the MSC fish-tick label.]

Summary

So let’s remind ourselves what Fish & Kids is all about. 

[Invite answers from the children.]

Yes that’s right, well done! Over the next few weeks we’ll be finding out more about the oceans and all the fascinating creatures that live there. With Murdock’s help, we’ll discover more about fishing and the marine environment, and find out why it’s important to look out for the fish-tick label.

Hands up who loves the sea? Put your hand up if you like fish fingers! Hands up who wants to help save the world’s oceans? That’s fantastic. Fish & Kids is a really exciting project that we can all take part in — even those of us who don’t like eating fish!

Ideas for extending the assembly or for the next assembly

Option 1: Ask one of the catering staff to talk about the fish they serve in the school canteen. What are the most popular choices? Why do they serve fish? If your school is serving sustainable seafood then this should be announced, and the children should be reminded why it’s important to choose sustainable fish. 

Option 2: Show the children one of the slideshows on the Fish & Kids website at www.fishandkids.org and use the teacher’s notes to explain each picture. The teacher’s notes can be viewed by saving the presentation in PowerPoint.

Copyright © 2008 Marine Stewardship Council


